This study aimed to identify the constituents of the essential oil from Hyptis suaveolens (L.) leaves using a Gas Chromatograph -Mass Spectrometer and assess its inhibitory effect on some potentially pathogenic Aspergilli (A. flavus, A. parasiticus, A. ochraceus, A. fumigatus and A. niger). Eucaliptol (47.64 %) was the most abundant component in the oil, followed for gama-ellemene (8.15 %), beta-pynene (6.55 %), (+)- 
INTRODUCTION
Human aspergillosis is an opportunistic infection related to the inhalation of Aspergillus conidia, colonization of wounds and/or penetration in human tissues through surgical incision. Cutaneous aspergillosis, aspergillar otomycosis, aspergillar onychomycosis, invasive lung aspergillosis, aspergillar sinusitis and aspergilloma are some clinical manifestations of this infection (9) . Resistance of Aspergillus strains to some clinically used antifungals is a major problem making to rise up a search for compounds more effective and with minimum side effects (5, 6) . 0.5 µL.mL -1 , and the solutions were prepared in sterile distilled water added of bacteriological agar (0.15 g/100mL) as stabilizing agent (25).
Tested microorganisms
Aspergillus parasiticus ATCC-15517, A. flavus ATCC-16013, A. fumigatus ATCC-40640, A. ochraceus ATCC-22947
and A. niger ATCC-1004 were used as test microorganisms.
Stock cultures were kept on sterile Sabouraud agar (SA) slants under 7 °C (± 1 °C). For preparing the inocula used in antimould assays were used 7 days-old cultures grown on sterile SA at 25-28 °C. After the incubation period, the mould spores were taken by adding sterile NaCl (0.85 g/100mL) on the growth media followed for gentle shaking for 30 s. The obtained suspensions were filtered through sterile triple layer cheesecloth to remove mycelial fragments. Mould spores was counted using hemocytometer. Spores suspensions were adjusted by serial dilutions using sterile NaCl (0.85 g/100mL)
to contain approximately 10 6 spores/mL (19) .
Essential oil chemical analysis
Essential oil chemical composition was analyzed using a gas chromatograph (GC) fitted to a mass spectrometer (MS) incubation at 25-28 °C, the radial mycelial growth was measured (mm) using calipers (7) . Growth media without essential oil was tested in the same way.
Fungal morphogenesis study
For evaluating morphological alterations caused by the essential oil (10 and 20 µL/mL) in A. flavus ATCC-16013, a sample of mycelium was taken from the periphery of a 10-days-old fungal colony grown on SA containing the essential oil at 25-28 °C. The samples were fixed in lacto-phenol-cotton blue stain and observed under the microscope at 400 x to examine morphological abnormalities. Samples from control SA plates without adding the essential oil were also stained and their morphological aspects were observed (22) .
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The compounds identified in the essential oil of H.
suaveolens leaves are listed in Table 1 were not found suggesting that the assayed essential oil could correspond to a new chemotype.
H. suaveolens leaves essential oil showed broad spectrum activity against Aspergilus species here studied. MIC and MFC were 40 and 80 µL/mL, respectively (data not showed). parasiticus ATCC-15517 in solid medium is showed in Table   2 100 % 100 % 100 % 100 % 100 % 100 % 100 % 100 % 80 100 % 100 % 100 % 100 % 100 % 100 % 100 % 100 % Table 3 . Effect of the essential oil from Hyptis suaveolens L. (Poit) on the mycelia radial growth of A. parasiticus ATCC-15517
(results expressed as inhibition percent of the mycelial radial growth in relation to the control assay). 
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